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Our SHRUTHI 
Shruthi Adelaide is a cultural organisation 

that promotes Indian classical dance and 

music. It gives local artistes a platform to 

perform, encouraging young and the young 

at (he)art to develop and share their art. As 

well as organising events where local ar-

tistes can present, Shruthi Adelaide also 

organises shows by international and inter-

state artistes thus giving audiences a high 

level of entertainment and also enabling 

professional development and mentoring 

for local artistes. 
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National Song of India  -   The immortal song 

vande mātaram 
vande mātaram   

sujalāṃ suphalāṃ malayajaśītalām  

śasyaśyāmalāṃ mātaram 

vande mātaram 

 

śubhrajyotsnām pulakitayāminīm 

phullakusumita drumadalaśobhinīm 

suhāsinīṃ sumadhura bhāṣiṇīm 

sukhadāṃ varadāṃ mātaram 

vande mātaram 
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Dear members and friends, 

Welcome to the first edition of the Shruthi Magazine for 2022 

– Volume 9 

We hope you were able to find some time to relax and unwind 

after a busy 2021. 

Our 2021 finale was an end-of-year Utsav – a grand dinner 

accompanied by music and dance. 

Despite all the uncertainties, we were able to successfully 

carry out the Utsav which was enjoyed by all who attended. 

There was delicious food, good music and wonderful compa-

ny. Of course, due to last minute restrictions imposed,  we 

had to cap the event to less than 100 attendees.  

The program started with a beautiful medley of Carnatic 

songs by Suma Manjunath along with Sangeetha Ramkumar 

(Veena), Sujeevan (Violin) and Umaharan (Mridangam).  

The highlight of the evening was a dance performance by two 

of our local artistes – Shraddha and Chrispa – with a fusion 

dance. The main concert was an incredible online overseas 

concert by Dr Sriram Parasuram. (See report inside) 

We kicked off 2022 with our Shruthi AGM. The AGM was held 

on 9th January at IAASA hall with an online connection to elect 

a new committee. President and Treasurer reports were for-

mally presented and members gave enthusiastic suggestions. 

The Returning Officer then announced the newly elected 

committee.  

I am humbled to be elected as President uncontested for the 

3rd consecutive year. 

It is a privilege to lead the number ONE organisation for clas-

sical music and dance in South Australia.  

We also identified four community members for special 

recognition at the AGM. 

See more details of the AGM inside. 

On January 16th, a Tamil Heritage Month stamp (by Australia 

Post) was released by Assistant Minister Jing Lee. I had the 

great honour of being invited to represent and speak on be-

half of Shruthi Adelaide at the launch the commemorative 

stamp at Victoria Square. (details in page 18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have attended 2 online meetings with National Australia Day 

Council (NADC) on 16th December 2021 and 20th Jan 2022. 

For the first-time in our organisation’s history, Shruthi Ade-

laide is organising an event to celebrate Australia Day and 

Indian Republic Day. Flyer inside page 23. 

We have already held our first committee meeting and have 

started busily planning for this year. Our immediate task is to 

find sponsors and plan 2022 programs. 

We will endeavour to deliver our best again this year along-

side your support. 

I welcome any and all member contributions to our newslet-

ter. This could be through articles or snippets, or sponsorship.  

Please share this newsletter with family and friends. 

After two years of disconnect due to restrictions, we feel it is 

vitally important to start holding in-person events once again, 

of course, adhering to advice from the Government.  

Please join us in 2022 to connect and enjoy our programs. 

Kind regards 

 
Narayana Rai 

President  

Shruthi Adelaide 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 
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Jana Gana Mana - Indian National Anthem  

Jana Gana Mana is the national anthem of India. Written in highly Sanskritised Bengali, it is the first of 
five stanzas of a Brahmo hymn composed and scored by Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore. It was 
first sung at the Calcutta Session of the Indian National Congress on 27 December 1911. Jana Gana Ma-
na was officially adopted by the Constituent Assembly as the Indian national anthem on January 24, 
1950.  

jana-gaNa-mana-adhinAyaka, jaya he' 
bhArata-bhAgya-vidhAtA 
punjAba-sindhu-gujarAta-marAThA- 
drAviDa-utkaLa-bangA 
vindhya himAchala yamunA gangA 
uchchala jaladhi tarangA 
 
tava Subha nAme' jAge' 
tava Subha ASisha mAge' 
gAhe' tava jaya-gAthA | 
 
jana-gaNa-mangaLadAyaka, jaya he' 
bhArata-bhAgya-vidhAtA 
jaya he', jaya he', jaya he', 
 
jaya jaya jaya, jaya he' | 
 

English Translation: 
 

Thou art the Ruler of the minds of all people, 
Dispenser of India's destiny. 
Thy name rouses the hearts of Punjab, Sind, 
Gujarat and Maratha, 
Of the Dravida and Orissa and Bengal; 
It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and Hima-
layas, 
mingles in the music of Yamuna and Ganga and 
is chanted by 
the waves of the Indian Sea. 
They pray for Thy blessings and sing Thy praise. 
The saving of all people waits in Thy hand, 
Thou dispenser of India's destiny, 
Victory, victory, victory to Thee. 
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Interesting to read the comments on our National Anthem,  by people around the world: 

 

Kelly-Charmaine Marie Flanagan 
WoW! I am Canadian and think our anthem is good, but young like our country. As the oldest civilization still thriving, explains why your 
anthem is, I cannot explain except to say deeply and profound. That is what I feel while listening to your anthem. Kudos! 

 

Angelo Guerino Quaglia 
I like this anthem because of its aura of sacredness, so different from most other national anthems. It is worth of a country that has 
given the world a lot in terms of spirituality. Jaya he! Many greetings from Italy. 

 

mellophonesheikah 
I love the sacredness of the lyrics and the spirituality of the anthem. Love from the Americas 

 

peak performance 
Such beautiful poetry from Rabindernath Tagore. I sometimes get misty eyed listening to this. Love and respect from Pakistan. 

 

Sahaferz 
Wonderful anthem.. So majestic and full of art.. Love from Malaysia 

 

Mohammad Hafiz 
One of the most beautiful national anthems I have ever heard and no surprise as it's written by Rabindranath Tagore! Love from Bangla-

desh    

 

zhang shawn 
Indian national anthem sounds peaceful and unique, love from a Chinese 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg2UeaDulvp010lK-tEnUTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg2UeaDulvp010lK-tEnUTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcXsVSpg_gTnf_lihGZ4kmQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcXsVSpg_gTnf_lihGZ4kmQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8FJabE8WmMdy3UKGKhaEnw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8FJabE8WmMdy3UKGKhaEnw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC21c34ErBVzR57rbSl0aWxQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC21c34ErBVzR57rbSl0aWxQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiHJXExfK2LrCmO1RLPmVPA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiHJXExfK2LrCmO1RLPmVPA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4P_-hUUq4LAQI2uX07cMEw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4P_-hUUq4LAQI2uX07cMEw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv4ylFb6qHTVf5cv4kpUOvA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv4ylFb6qHTVf5cv4kpUOvA
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Music and dance were, and continue to be, an integral element of Aboriginal culture for 40,000 years. Aboriginal music 

and instruments, such as the didgeridoo and clapping sticks, were frequently used to accompany dancing. Elders 

would frequently sing along to the music, using their songs to narrate stories. Members of the community who ex-

celled at dancing and singing were highly regarded, as this was considered a valuable talent. Traditional Aboriginal 

dancing served many objectives, one of which was to communicate stories that had been passed down through the 

years. The land, animals, dreamtime, and Aboriginal people would all be featured in these stories. Aboriginal dancing 

frequently incorporates animal impersonations to aid narrative and bring the dreamtime to life. 

 

The stories and dances could also be utilised as part of an initiation ceremony or to mark the beginning of a new phase 

of life. Coming of age celebrations for teenage males and females, for example, included ceremonial dancing and sto-

rytelling to initiate them into their adulthood. Wedding and burial ceremonies included dance and music as a way for 

the community to incorporate tradition and culture into their festivities. Some dance celebrations might be gender-

specific, with men and women performing different traditional dances, such as the crane dance, which is solely per-

formed by Aboriginal men. 

Costume 

During Aboriginal dances, performers and audience members would wear face and body paint that related to the char-

acter they were portraying or a family connection. Costumes were created from a variety of Australian animal fur and 

feathers, colourful cloth, and occasionally small branches from trees and native vegetation affixed at the hips. 

 

Aboriginal music and dance  

Modern Aboriginal dance 

Many Aboriginal groups still perform ceremonial Aboriginal dance and carry on their ancestors' customs. 

Aboriginal dance has been blended into modern and contemporary styles of Australian dance and perfor-

mances since the late twentieth century. 



  

7  

Aboriginal dancers are used in performances by organisations such as the Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts 

(ACPA) and Bangarra Dance Theatre, which display stories and movements from traditional routines. Many of these 

performances have travelled around the world, highlighting Aboriginal dance's unique and spiritual experience.  

Aboriginal music has traditionally been predominantly vocal. Singers are frequently backed by percussion and several 

additional singers. Boomerangs, clubs, sticks, hollow logs, drums, seed rattles, and, of course, the didgeridoo are 

among the instruments used by the tribes. Hand clapping and slapping of the lap or thighs are also popular. 

Indigenous music is composed, performed, and owned by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. It encompasses 

musical forms that predate European settlement as well as styles that Indigenous performers have adopted after then. 

In Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, music is strongly tied to dance, ceremonial, and storytelling, and plays 

a vital social and spiritual function. 

Music and Dreamtime 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dreamtime and music are inextricably 

interwoven. The mythologies that explain 

the origins of Aboriginal land, people, and 

natural phenomena are referred to as 'Dreamtime.' These stories serve as a source of social organisation as well as a 

model for Aboriginal law and an explanation of Aboriginal people's relationship with the natural world. 

 

The Dreaming is thought to be the source of most traditional Aboriginal songs. During ceremonies, songs use names, 

nature, and acts of the creative ancestral heroes to refer to the Dreaming. Living relatives own and sing these songs, 

which are often about ancestors and specific sections of land. Singing these songs is an affirmation of the singer's claim 

to the land, as well as a supporter of the oral history tradition. 

Aboriginal music traditions provide a means of navigating and connecting to the land in addition to telling Dreamtime 

stories. A Songline, also known as a dreaming track, is a road across the ground (or occasionally the sky) that traces the 

course taken by localised "creator-beings" during the Dreaming. The Songlines' journeys are depicted in traditional 

song cycles, storytelling, dance, and art, and they are frequently used in rituals. A knowledgeable person can navigate 

over the area by singing the words that explain the location of landmarks, waterholes, and other natural phenomena. 

Some famous Aboriginal composers, dancers and singers that can be mentioned are Eric Avery who is a Bandjalang and 

Gumbangirr artist and is a violinist, dancer and composer, Ngiyampaa Yuin, William Barton who is a Kalkadunga man, 

didjeridu player, electric guitarist, and classically trained composer, Deborah Cheetham, David Page, Christopher Sains-

bury and Emily Wurramara. Some famous bands Aboriginal bands are Yothu Yindi, The Medics and the Warrumpi band.  

Contd. 

          By: Prema Ayalur Subramanyam 
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AGM  2021 
The Annual General Meeting of Shruthi Adelaide Inc. was held on 9th January 2022 at the 

Indian Association Hall in Broadview and also online via Zoom. This was the AGM for 2021 

which was, due to unavoidable reasons, held as soon as possible, in the new year.   

The President Narayana Rai gave a detailed report through a powerpoint presentation. He 

highlighted all the events organized during the year and also mentioned the immediate 

programs to be held in the next few months for which grants have already been received.  

The Financial Report by Treasurer Srirama Srinivasan showed a very healthy bank balance 

and was greatly appreciated by the members. This was mainly due to the Grants applied 

for all the events. The Fundraising / Grants Officer also gave a report explaining that 

Grants were applied for both through the State Government and Local Govt Councils. 

Even a Federal Govt Grant has been applied for to celebrate Australia Day!  

A special feature of this AGM was that our members who have helped the committee 

were recognized for their support. The Recognition Awards were announced for –  

• Raji and Krishnamoorthy 

• Shanti and Rama Ramanathan 

• Geetha  and Krishna Prasad 

• Emeritus Professor Purnendra Jain 

 

After a good discussion and variety of suggestions from members, the Returning Officer 

Purnendra Jain, announced the nominations for the new committee. All the nominations 

received were from the present committee, so the present committee was elected unop-

posed. For the position of Marketing Officer, a new nomination was received from Prema 

Ayalur Subramanyam and she was elected unopposed as well. Congratulations to the new 

committee!  

We can wish good luck to the committee and look forward to some high-calibre programs 

again!  
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Dear President, Rai,  

Saras and I apologise for our inability to attend the AGM on Sunday 9th January, 2022.  

We read your annual report and were impressed by the achievements of Shruthi. 

We congratulate you and the committee for the untiring work and achievements. 

We look forward to another successful year for Shruthi.  

Best Regards. 

Saras and Param Paramsithi 

Hello Team of Shruti 
  

I am proud of the success of a grand cultural show which is not easy to organ-

ise. 

  

The leadership of Narayana Rai ji is commendable. 

  
Happy New Year. 

  

Dr. D. K. Kulshrestha 

Congratulations to the present Committee for a job well done and good wishes for 

the next committee to continue the good work. 

 

I never ever imagined that what started as an informal gathering of a few friends in-

terested in singing in 1992 will grow into such an organisation growing from 

strength to strength. 

 

Laks and Jaya Pathi 

Congratulations to all the new elected members 

of the Shruthi team 2022. 

  
Thank you 

Pani MEDA 

FEEDBACK 2022 

Tue, Jan 11, 7:39 AM (11 days ago) 

 

 
Congratulations to a well deserving team another year of serving or leading 

arts and music of India. 

 

Kailash SRIRAM 

Devendra Kulshrestha 

Tue, Jan 11, 8:51 AM (11 days ago) 

Congratulations to the TEAM OF 

SHRUTI  and wishing them all success  
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2022 Committee Member Introduction 

 

 
I am 

 
Me 

My profession and 
hobby 

Why I chose to be 
in Shruthi manage-
ment committee 
2022 

 
Mr Narayana 
Rai 
  
President 

 

Lecturer in TAFESA. Teach 
Tafe diploma students and 
Adelaide Uni degree stu-
dents 
Love walking the dog and 
attending Karate lessons 
when possible. 

President for third time, I 
believe I have more to offer 
in terms of continued pro-
gress of Shruthi’s mission, 
especially making Shruthi 
program more multi-cultural 
and reaching to broader 
community. 
I would like to continue to 
do what we are currently 
doing with a committed 
team to push up the level of 
performance. 

 
Ms Sangeetha 
Venkitt 

Secretary 

  
  

 

Have completed my Masters 
in Performing Arts, special-
izing in Bharatanatyam. 
Have recieved Senior Schol-
arship in Dance from Minis-
try of Culture, India. Worked 
as a Performing Artist and 
Instructor at Uma Memorial 
Kalalayam Kolkata and Ap-
saras Arts, Singapore. In 
2019, started the branch of 
Uma Memorial Kalalayam in 
Adelaide. 
  
Hobbies: 
Love dancing, drawing , 
singing, reading. 

  

Thanks to Narayana Sir and 
Srirama Anna for inviting 
me to join the Shruthi Com-
mittee the second time. 
Learning is a process which 
continues in each and every-
one s life. I am really happy 
that along with doing per-
formances for the wider 
community, also get the 
opportunity to bring Artists 
together, organize the 
event, handling the back-
stage. 
Definitely would like to keep 
up the team spirit and bring 
more creativity to Aesthetic 
beauty of Arts. 
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Mr Srirama 

Srinivasan 

 

Treasurer 

 
 
 

Credit Analyst – Business 
Banking, Bank SA, 
Founder SS Prime Con-
sultants. Chartered Ac-
countant, CPA. 
  
Hobbies: Talking philoso-
phy, spirituality, reading 
news all day, movie buff, 
Beach throwball, travel-
ling, rangolis, pencil 
sketching, cooking 
(occasionally) writing 
stories and staging plays 
(satire comedy), Radio 
Jockey – Presenter of 
Tamil Programs, Master 
of Ceremonies, St Johns 
SA, Event Responder, in 
general interested and 
passionate  in doing any-
thing under the sun as 
long as it keeps me busy. 
  
  

Treasurer of Shruthi Ade-
laide for the third year in a 
row. With a very large net-
work of artists, community 
connections, I feel I can bring 
more events to Adelaide art 
lovers through Shruthi. 

  

 
Dr Ashok 
Kumar  
Manoharan 

Fundraising 
Officer 

  
  

 

Senior lecturer, Finders Uni-
versity 

Thank you to President 
Mr Narayana Rai for inviting 
me to join. I enjoy contrib-
uting to the community and 
working with the Shruthi 
Adelaide team. 

 
Mrs Prema 
Ayalur 
Subraman-
yam 

  
Marketing 
Officer 

 

 
I have completed my Master 
of Social Work and currently 
looking out for jobs in the 
social work field. I like to do 
community work. I am inter-
ested to learn new cuisines, 
travel and learn from differ-
ent cultures. I like to read 
books and play badminton. 

I have always been an ardent 
lover of Indian classical art 
forms since childhood. I have 
always encouraged local 
talents and brought out the 
potential in them. Shruthi is 
a platform to bring out the 
potential in others and it 
gives me an opportunity to 
connect to the community. 
It is also an important plat-
form to improve on my lead-
ership skills and bring out 
the best in myself and oth-
ers. Shruthi also gives me an 
opportunity to connect with 
international artists and help 
the local talents to increase 
their knowledge and poten-
tial in the specific art forms. 
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Utsav — EOY dinner 

 

Utsav, the end of year dinner event, beautifully captured 

Shruthi’s spirit and mission to spread and popularize 

Indian music and dance.  

 

The theme seemed to be to have a happy evening with 

friends and a fusion element in the entertainment.  

 

The dinner which was heavily subsidised by Shruthi, was 

classic north Indian fare with naan, jeera rice with peas, 

curries like spicy chickpeas and creamy paneer. Desserts 

were delicious kulfi and that typical North Indian / Raja-

sthani jalebi with rabadi! 

 

Before this mouth-watering dinner was served, the 

tastefully decorated Hall captivated everyone. There 

were some freebies for all like Shruthi masks, pens and 

phone stands. Organisers had even been thoughtful in 

having 50% less people at each table and name cards 

that could be completed by the occupant. This helped 

new people make new friends easily.  

 

The Acknowledgement of Country was special by Prema 

Srirama doing it in the Kaurna language.  

 

The stage program started after entrée of samosa and 

pakoda, with traditional South Indian music. Kudos to 

Suma Manjunath, Sangeetha Ramkumar, Umaharan and 

Sujeevan for presenting a really beautiful, excellent mu-

sical session. The instrumentalisits – Sangeetha on 

Veena, Umaharan on Mridangam and Sujeevan on Violin 

did not feel like they were just accompanying vocalist 

Suma. They all played individual pieces or accompanied 

in such a way that each one’s expertise came to the fore 

and the beauty of each instrument was clear for all to 

see, hear and enjoy.  

 

In his welcome address, Narayana Rai, President of 

Shruthi said:  

“This is our celebration after the year-long hard work, 

end-of-year finale Utsav. Utsav generally means a festi-

val, celebration, or any joyous occasion. It also carries 

the meaning of delight, merriment, and pleasure. Let us 

sit back and enjoy the Utsav.” 

 

Next came Black Swan, a beautiful dance combining 

classical Bharatanatyam, Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake and 

BTS’s Black Swan in a fantastic presentation of creativity 

and artistic soul searching. The Bharatanatyam piece – 

Balamurali Krishna’s Thillana in Kathanakuthoohalam 

was a beautifully choreographed swan dance. During 

Swan Lake, we listened to the dancers’ thoughts of their 

insecurities and fears, whether they would lose their pas-

sion for dance and whether Bharatanatyam was a dying 

art. They then presented this in an amazing modern 

dance routine to South Korean band BTS’s Black Swan. 

And this remarkable creation by two young women was 

indeed extraordinary.  

 

After a speech by Tung Ngo MLC, we had the main con-

cert of the event, an online virtual concert from Chennai 

by Dr Sriram Parasuram. While we waited for the Zoom 

links to connect up, Rajendra Pandey, President of VHP, 

SA Chapter connected us with community activities and 

how we could get involved with activities in the wider 

community.  
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Reported by Vinaya Rai   

Dr Sriram Parasuram’s concert was amazing to say the 

least. The songs he presented were a wonderful selection 

of classical and semi-classical, both Carnatic and Hindu-

stani and an amalgamation of both as well as fusion of 

Western and Indian classical. It was an exceptional con-

cert and a wonderful experience, thoroughly enjoyed by 

all.  

 

Those who couldn’t make it, don’t forget you can watch 

this brilliant concert  on  Shruthi YouTube channel: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCEDoCYjCOmiD9GWWVhC8GLg?live 
 

 

After the mains had also been enjoyed, the Lucky Draw 

prizes were drawn and winners won grocery vouchers to 

the tune of $200, $150 and $100 from Indian Plaza; and 

also dinner vouchers of $100 at Indian Temptations.  

 

Whoever thought an evening advertised as Year-End 

Dinner would have so many freebies, practical prizes and 

amazing entertainment!!  

 

With dessert came a musical medley by The Omens and 

Kalalaya. The Omens, Declan Grogan and Jack Willsmore 

played Jazz tunes on the Saxophone and Guitar which 

were perfect for the night and Ramesh Menon, Director 

of Kalalaya Academy of Music, incredibly melded it with 

Indian film tunes on the Guitar! Amazing! It was delight-

ful listening to these popular old Hindi and Tamil film 

tunes and a perfect way to end a wonderful evening.  

 

All who attended had an enjoyable evening and ended it 

with photos at the decorated entry which was perfect for 

memorable pictures. While people met each other and 

took photos, Srirama Srinivasan, Treasurer, Shruthi Ade-

laide offered a formal vote of thanks and everyone made 

their way home with a smile on their face.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEDoCYjCOmiD9GWWVhC8GLg?live
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEDoCYjCOmiD9GWWVhC8GLg?live


  

14  



  

15  



  

16  

Australia Day   —  Indian Republic Day 

Why do they call Australia Day Invasion Day? 

Australia Day is a holiday  honouring 
the establishment of the first perma-
nent European settlement on the 
continent of Australia. On January 
26, 1788, Arthur Phillip, who had 
sailed into what is now Sydney Cove 
with a shipload of convicts, hoisted 
the British flag at the site. 

Australia Day, on Jan. 26, marks the 
date that a British fleet sailed into 
Sydney Harbor in 1788 to start a pe-
nal colony. The mariners raised a flag 
on land that the British described as 
“Terra Nullius” (nobody’s land), 

though Aboriginal people had inhab-
ited the continent for at least 65,000 
years. 

What is Australia Day? 

Invasion Day emphasises the British inva-

sion and occupation of First People’s land 

and the ongoing struggle for self-

determination and social justice. 

Aboriginal people call it 'Invasion Day', 

'Day of Mourning', 'Survival Day' or, since 

2006, 'Aboriginal Sovereignty Day'. The lat-

ter name reflects that all Aboriginal nations 

are sovereign and should be united in the 

continuous fight for their rights. 

  

On 26 January, in a tradition almost as old 

as Australia Day being commemorated on 

that date, many Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people hold community 

events and rallies reflecting on these past 

injustices, their ongoing survival and strug-

gles, and maintenance of culture.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peo-

ple make personal choices about the way in 

which they choose to think about the day. 

  

Survival Day emphasises the survival of Ab-

original and Torres Strait Islander people 

and culture despite the dispossession of 

colonisation, ongoing discrimination and 

inequality experienced. It reflects on the 

resilience and endurance of First Peoples. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Why+do+they+call+Australia+Day+Invasion+Day?&rlz=1C1CHBF_en-GBAU937AU937&sxsrf=AOaemvL7unF8OVnA1K1idhNNLCDe6MXHdg:1641906591001&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=BRL9R31vbbbpjM%252CCJZCHOzt_jBZVM%252C_&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kQWLQhZznEPWwy
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Why is Republic Day celebrated in India? 

India celebrates Republic Day an-

nually on January 26 to mark the 

date on which the Constitution of 

India came into effect in 1950, 

replacing the Government of In-

dia Act (1935) as the governing 

document of India. 

26 January was chosen as the 

date for Republic day because it 

was on this day in 1929 when the 

Declaration of Indian Independ-

ence (Purna Swaraj) was pro-

claimed by the Indian National 

Congress in lieu of the Realm sta-

tus as a Dominion later instated 

by the departing British Regime. 

While Independence Day marks 

the nation's independence from 

British rule on August 15, 1947, 

Republic Day - which is celebrat-

ed on January 26 every year - 

marks the day the Constitution of 

India came into effect in 1950. 
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Dear friends, Vanakkam! 
Thanks for this opportunity to speak at this special occasion. 
I recognise the presence of all dignitaries including  
Hon Minister Jing Lee MLC and Hon Minister Rachel Sanderson MP. 
and Tamil Association Management Committee members specially, Chris Antony. 
 
The stamp truly reflects Tamil culture and heritage. If you look carefully at the stamp you will 

see that pretty much all aspects of life among the Tamil people has been depicted – arts, cul-

ture, literature, sport, farming, fishing…plants and animals,  just about everything that is im-

portant to Tamilians.  

Heritage is what you inherit, like a legacy. Look at the beautiful stamp… it depicts all that we 

inherit – in all the fields of our life. All that is important to the Tamil people and identifies 

them as one people is on this stamp. 

There are many criteria by Australia Post to be met before a stamp can be issued. It is a long 

process. Not easy. So it is a great honour and achievement, and we are very proud of this ac-

complishment! 

The month of January is specially important as it is the month when the harvest is completed 

and people have celebrations like festivals and weddings and it is a very joyful and auspicious 

time.  

Tamil Heritage Stamp Release  

History Making at Victoria Square, Adelaide   

by Adelaide Tamil  Association 
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Beginning with the 4-day festival, Pongal, on 13th January, this is the first days of the month of 

Thai. Even in early January, the harvest is usually finishing and people are feeling more re-

laxed. Those who finish harvesting their crops help others in the fields, so there is a feeling of 

community and good will. This sense of sharedness, this connection, can help us understand 

the significance of Pongal and the month of Thai which is mainly in January.  

Winter is ended and the days are getting warmer. The North East monsoon is also just finish-

ing and the whole environment feels fresh and vibrant.  

The cooking of the Pongal – the dish – also signifies best wishes for an overflowing of good 

fortune for all.  

So what better month than January to proclaim our heritage and all that is important to us?  

And to have that recognised and commemorated through this stamp by Australia is fantastic! 

It is a wonderful opportunity to preserve and promote Tamil culture in Australia and this 

stamp gives a greater impetus and a nation-wide focal point.  

What better place to release the stamp than in our beautiful city of Adelaide, in this beautiful 

green space of Victoria Square. Best city in the world and the best things happen here!! 

I congratulate the Tamil Federation of South Australia, Lawrence Annadurai, Chris Antony, 
Adelaide Tamil Association, Don Bosco Arockiaswamy and everyone involved in this great 
effort.  
 
Thank you, Nanri! 

  Narayana Rai 
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Shruthi Vaani 

Shruthi Vaani listen on 103.1 FM at 8.30 am every Sunday.  

Coordinator, Srirama Srinivasan 

 

 

CONTACT : 
Telephone / (08) 8302 0870   https://unisa.edu.au/connect/samstag-museum/whats-on/ 
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Recipe by Krishna Prasad 

INGREDIENTS 

2 cups of desiccated coconut 

1 ½ cups of sugar 

½ cup of milk 

1/4 tea spoon of cardamom powder 

1 tea spoon of badam (almond) powder 

1 tea spoon of ghee 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Take 2 cups of desiccated coconut into large pan, add 1½ cups of sugar, ½ cup milk, mix 

well and put aside for 15 minutes. 

Keep the pan on the stove and in a low flame keep stirring till the mixture starts to thick-

en. (Takes approx. 10 minutes) 

Now add 2 tea spoons of ghee and continue to cook on medium flame stirring 

continuously. 

The mixture starts to thicken after 20 minutes and coconut mixture will start to 

separate from pan. 

Now add one spoon of badam (almond) powder, ¼ tsp cardamom powder and mix well. 

Transfer the prepared mixture into a greased plate to set well forming a block. 

Allow to set for 10 minutes and cut into pieces. 

Coconut Burfi Recipe 
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Dance    Music    Arts  
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OUR SPONSORS 
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ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE 

 

Newsletter Advertisement rates: 

Full page $200 

Half page $100 

Quarter page $50 

Contact: 0401 734 532 

Somi.somehsa@gmail.com 
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Shruthi Adelaide Committee 2022

 
 

 

 

 

Name Position Contact 

Mr Narayana Rai 

  
President  narayanarai01@gmail.com 

  
Mrs Sangeetha Venkitt 

  

Secretary sangeethavenkitt@gmail.com   

Mr Srirama Srinivasan Treasurer 

  
sriramking@yahoo.com 

  
Dr Ashokkumar  
Manoharan 

Fundraising 
Officer 

  

ashokkumar.manoharan@flinders.edu.au 

  
Mrs Prema Ayalur 

Subramanyam 

Marketing  
Officer 

  

premasriram@yahoo.co.in 

Do you teach Indian classical music, dance or other arts? Your details can be publicised on the 

Shruthi website.  
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